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gested that parents who deserted their children had violated
the 'fundamental Law of God, and so had denied themselves
the filial honour which is a normal parent's due.1
But, turning from the Debates, what of the Act? Passed
under the title, "An Act to amend the Law relating to the
Custody of Children"; its clauses, six in number, prove
conclusively with what justice it is styled "The Barnardo
Act", (i) The powers of the Court to decline a writ of
habeas corpus were made emphatic and complete. (2) The
Court was empowered, at its discretion, to order repayment
of the cost, either whole or in part, for the upbringing of
a child. (3) In the case of parents abandoning, deserting or
flagrantly neglecting a child, it was specifically stated that
an order of habeas corpus may be refused, "the Court, in
making this order, to have regard to the conduct of the parent".
(4) In considering a case, the Court was "to consult the wishes
of the child". (5) In the Act the term "parent" was to apply
to anyone at law liable to maintain such a child; while
the term "person53 was to apply to any school, Institution,
etc., which might take over the care of a child. (6) The
measure might be cited as "The Custody of Children Act,
1891".*
The passing of this Act closed a peculiarly troublesome
chapter in the history of Barnardo's Homes; for since
March, 1891, they have enjoyed satisfactory legal protection
against those who, in the name of unscrupulous parents,
could disturb the peaceful tenor of their work. In January,
1892, Cardinal Manning died; and among the first gestures
of his successor at Westminster, Cardinal Vaughan, were
overtures to Barnardo for an amicable agreement of all
matters under dispute. Those overtures were received in
the same peaceable spirit in which they were made, Bar-
nardo only requiring that before he would enter into any
i See Hansard, House of Lords, February and, February 6th and February
rath, 1891.
* The Act passed in the House of Commons exactly as sent from the House of
Lords.